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Relevant in context and content

he reader may wonder

what this book This Gift of
English en English education
Is doing in a business maga-
zine? The colonial rulers had
hoped that, through English
education; a benighted peo-
ple would be civilised and the
rule of the English would be

perpetuated. English educa-
tion to Indians would have
an impact favourable to the
British. Their mindset inevery
field of duties and actions like
administration, governance,
business, political activities,
social reforms, armed services,
ef al would be restructured.

On the other hand, the
‘high’ caste Hindus saw in
English education the possi-
bility of Hindu revival, In this
context, it would be useful to
quote  an excerpt  from
Macaulay's Minute on Indian
Education: "We must at pre-
sent do our best to form a

class who may be interpreters
between us and the millions
whom we govern; a class of
persons, Indians in blood and
colour, but English in taste, in
opinions, in morals, and in
ntellect.” In post-indepen-
dent India, education, espe-
cially  English  education,
continues to be ‘brahmini-
cal’, This has caused emer-
gence of a new battleground
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for alternative hegemonies.
Thus, it is a book relevant in
comtext and interesting in
contents for business class
too, apart from other seg-
ments of the Indian society.
Alok Mukhejee has made
an attempt in his book to
understand within a histori-
cal context, the role, recep-
tion and contents of English
legacy and language studies
in India today. According to
him, there has been little
examination either of the
sensibility that English edu-
cation produced among Indi-
ans or of the questioning of a
post-colonial formation that
happened in the years there-
after. He wants us to keep in
mind also the nexus of caste
and class, and recognise the
predominant role played by
high-caste Hindus though
their numbers were minus-
cule. Seeing English as the
conduit to wvisible success,
role of English was, and con-
tinues even now to be, impli-
cated in a conservative
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brahminical political agenda.
Hegemony was achieved
through a twa-way process —
deliberate selection of ideas,
perspectives and texts and a
systematic construction of
England as the repository of
culture, progressive social,
political and- ethical ideas,
and scientific progress. On
the other hand, there was the
willingness of students to
accept the potential benefits
of English education. The gift
was able to cast its spell, with
far-reaching consequences.
Mukherjee goes on to study
the performance side of
hegemony  through  an
examination of two interest-
ing texts — a diary and an
autobiography, Dby two
English-educated Indians,
Amarsingh, the diarist,
was an afficer in the British
army and scion of an aristo-
cratic family in Rajasthan,
C.D. Narsimhaiah, the auto-
biographer, came from a ‘low
* caste, poor family in south-
ern India and became one of

post independence India’s
first professors of Einglish. His
purpose is to demonstrate
ways in which knglish educa-
tion impacted the Indians -
and he does it so well, The
language question was one of
post- independence India’s
most complex and
intractable problems.
Mukheerjee underlines that,
while English was initlally
sought by high-caste Hindus
as an instrument of revival,
groups that have been histori-
cally oppressed are now laok-
ing at it as a means for
emancipation and empower-
ment. Thus, the “gift’ of Eng-
lish was both sought and
given, though out of different
hegemonic agendas. A well-
written book indeed!

India has nearly 18,600
universities and colleges for
higher education. This 1s
mare than four times the
number of higher education
institutions both in the US
and entire kurope. Consider
this against only 2,500 insti-
tutions managing in China
the  highest enrolment,

active participation in every
aspect of management is tak-
ing place. All segments like
industry, research, ete, have
crucial dependence on levels
and skills provided by higher
etlucation.  Thus, private
business. has a legitimate
interest in structuring, cost-
ing, funding and regulating
higher education.

In India, the Central gov-
ernment makes key appoint-
ments  in all  central
universities and other central
institutions of higher educa-
tion. This enables the govern-
ment to have a final say on all
major and even minor issues,
not anly nationally but also
on international scale.
Designing a high quality sys-
tem, according Pawan Agar-
wal, is a complicated issue.
Interestingly, he also points
out that some of the strongest
brands are associated with
higher education. Realising
the importance of branding,
private sector in business has
now engaged itself in building
branding exercise in the field
of higher education.

In India, the Central government makes
key appointments in all central
universities and other central institutions
of higher education. This enables the
government to have a final say on all
major and even minor issue$, not only
nationally but also on international scale

nearly 23 million. A smaller
number of higher education
institutions has implication
on governance and regula-
tion of the system. According
to the author, China is giving
as much priority to educa-
tion as to economic growth.
An educated workforce pro-
vides strong vel flexible back-
bone to the economy. And,
in almost all the countries,
more and more private fund-
ing of higher education and

Agarwal Is a sympathetic
insider favouring the widest
possible support for higher
education from among all the
stake-holders. He presents his
case with  considerable
aplomb. Based on his argu-
ments, the book has several
suggestions for shaping the
future of Indian higher educa-
tion. He has so defined the
options and solutions that
underline their practicality.
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